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CROSS CONNECTION CONTROL PROGRAM

Testing of Fire Service Backflow Prevention Assemblies

Buckground

California Code of Regulations Title 17 (17CCR) requires that water suppliers shall protect the public

water supply from contamination by implementation of a cross-connection control program. Fire

protection systems that are supplied by the public water system require certain backflow protection to

comply with 17CCR and California plumbing code. 17CCR further requires that:

. Backflow preventers shall be tested immediately after they are installed, relocated or repaired,

. Backflow preventers shall be tested annualiy or more frequently as determined by the health

agency or water supplier.
Further, San Mateo County Backflow Prevention Ordinance requires that:

o All testable backflow prevention assemblies which have been installed to meet the

recluirements of 17CCR and the Backflow Protection Ordinance shail be tested when initiaily

instalied and at least once each year thereafter.
It has come to the attention of Environmental Health that many ltre protection system backflow

preventers supplied by the public water system may have been tested upon installation, but have not

Leen tested annually as required by State regulation, as well as San Mateo County Backflow

Prevention Ordinance.

Required Annual Testing of Fire Protection Buckflow Preventers

In order to be in compliance with State regulation and County ordinance:

. Fire protection system backflow preventers must be tested annually by a certified tester,

. The water system or Environmental Health must be notified and the assembly must be

inventoried for inclusion in the water system cross-connection control program,

. If an existing assembly is located in a vault, and has adequate physical clearance to test,

Environmental Health considers the assembly "existing non-conforming" and approved for

both test and repair,
o If an existing assembly fails the field test, the assembly must be repaired or replaced with an

appropriate, approved backflow assembly installed to current code (not in a vault, even for

those assembiies currently in vaults).
. If an existing fire protection backflow preventer is not a testable assembly, the water system,

Environmenial Health, local building department or fire protection district may recluire that a

new appropriate assembly that meets current code be installed.

Replacement of any backflow preventer must be completed within a reasonable amount of time as

determined by the water system, Environmental Health, the local building department, and the fire

protection district. Replaiement of fire protection assemblies will likely recluire review and permits

from the local building deparlment with input from the fire protection district and water system cross-

connection control program.
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